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— DDR-90-62

i1 April 1962
MEMORANDUM FOR: Diractor of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT : Briefing for 5412 Group Mesting Concorning
Reglstration of Objects in Space and
Law of Outer Space

i. Registration of Objects in Space: Representatives of State,
Lefenss, and CIA met yesterdey and did not reach & position on My,
Johnson's recomp:ended change in the U, 8. position, i ., to register
all launches whether or not they remained in orbit for any length of
time. This {s & departure from the State position paper of 13 March
1962, attached as Tab A, particularly Asnexes ¥ and H, with which
genevally we agree. Concurraatly, Dr. Charyk had develsped &
proposed national policy on satellite reconnaissance which is the attach-
ment te Mr, Glipatric’s memorandur: to General Tayler, Mr. Johnaon
and yourself. This paper is Tab B, The key positions in Mr. Gilpatric's
lettor are: "It would seera therefore that we should consider all aspects
of registry asd other United Natiens matters in the full context of our
satellite reconnaissance program..... 1 feel that so grave a gquestion
should receive the immediate snd full consideration of the 5412 Croup
and that a basic national policy should be determined for satellite
reconnaissance at the eariiest, 7

Sscommendation: It is strongly recommended that you support this
position, i, e., that we cease taking decisions in detail until a full
aational policy exists as & background against which such decisions can
be logically taken, and that meanwhile we support Uimdted registraticn
as it is now practiced. (See Tab C.)

2. Law of Oyter Space: Mr. Johnson suggested at the 5 April
mesting that Defense and ClA review the State Department position
papers of 13 March to determine if there was & conflict between the
proposed positions and any of our essential projects. There is ne
dispute on the concept that cuter space is free for the une of all under
the teaets of internaticnal law and we would agree with the Defense
Pepartment position that this includes use by the militazy for
appropriate purposes ia connection with aational defense and the
national security, short of outright aggression. However, the basic

Approved For Release 2000/09/11  CIA-RDP66R00638R000100090171-5



Approved For Release 2000/09/;%6%&‘-RDP66R00-638R0001 00090171-5

-l

State Departrment proposal urges complete cpenness in describing
our cuter space activities while Dr. Charyk proposes that it ie
connistent with international law to wsintain secrecy, particularly
in cennection with military cperations.

» } £
Recommendativa: % e recommend that you oppese the State xacpmwaa‘
on openness. Legitimate activities may still requirs security safeguards
to be effsctive.
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HERBERT SCOYILLE, IR.
Deputy Ulrsctor
{Fesearch)
Attachrnents:
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